
    

Mandatory Reporting –Sexual Abuse in Children 
Mandatory Reporting Requirements Regarding Children

Who Must Report? Any person.

Standard of Knowledge Knows or has reasonable cause to believe that a child is dependent, neglected, or 
abused.

Definition of Applicable 
Victim

An “abused or neglected child” is any person who is under the age of 18, and whose 
health or welfare is harmed or is threatened with harm when his parent, guardian, or 
other person exercising custodial control or supervision of the child: 

• Inflicts physical or emotional injury on the child or allows such injury to be 
inflicted by other than accidental means; 

• Creates or allows to be created a risk of physical or emotional injury by other than 
accidental means; 

• Engages in a pattern of conduct that makes the parent unable to care for the 
immediate and ongoing needs of the child (e.g., alcohol or drug abuser); 

• Continuously or repeatedly fails or refuses to provide essential parental care and 
protection for the child, considering the age of the child; 

• Commits or allows to be committed sexual abuse, sexual exploitation or 
prostitution of the child; 

• Creates or allows to be created a risk of sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, or 
prostitution of the child; 

• Abandons or exploits the child; 
• Fails to provide the child with adequate care, supervision, food, clothing, shelter, 

and education or medical care necessary to the child’s well-being (exemption is 
made for parents who elect not to provide specified medical treatment for 
religious reasons); or 

• Fails to make sufficient progress on a court-approved case plan that would allow 
the child to be returned to the custody of the parent such that the child remains in 
foster care for 15 of the most recent 22 months. 

A “dependent child” is any person who is under the age of 18, other than an abused or 
neglected child, who is under improper care, custody, control or guardianship that is 
not due to an intentional act of the parent, guardian or person exercising custodial 
control or supervision of the child.

Reports Made To The report must be made to a local law enforcement agency, the Department of 
Kentucky State Police, the Cabinet for Health and Family Services ((800) 752-6200), 
or the Commonwealth or county attorney.



LEGAL DISCLAIMER 
For reprint permission, please contact RAINN's Policy Manager, Rebecca O'Connor, at policy@rainn.org. Last updated: June 2013. 

RAINN (Rape Abuse and Incest National Network) provides general information that is intended, but not guaranteed, to be correct and up-
to-date. The information is not presented as a source of legal advice. You should not rely, for legal advice, on statements or representations 
made by RAINN. If you need legal advice upon which you intend to rely in the course of your legal affairs, consult a competent, independent 
attorney. RAINN does not assume any responsibility for actions or non-actions taken by people who have used this information, and no one 
shall be entitled to a claim for detrimental reliance on any information provided or expressed. RAINN does not endorse, guarantee or 
warranty the accuracy, reliability or thoroughness of any referenced information, product or service. 

Contents of Report All written reports must contain the following: 

• The names and addresses of the child and the child’s parents or other persons 
exercising custodial control or supervision; 

• The child’s age; 
• The nature and extent of child’s alleged dependency, neglect, or abuse, including 

any previous charges of dependency, neglect, or abuse to the child or his or her 
siblings; 

• The name and address of person allegedly responsible for the abuse or neglect; 
and 

• Any other information that the reporter believes might be helpful or relevant to 
the investigation of the abuse or neglect.

Timing/Other Procedures An oral or written report must be made immediately.  If a written report is requested, 
it must be made within 48 hours of the original oral report.

Other • Any supervisor who receives from an employee a report of suspected dependency, 
neglect, or abuse shall promptly make a report to the proper authorities. 

• Neither the husband-wife nor any professional-client/patient privilege, except the 
attorney-client and clergy-penitent privilege, shall be a ground for refusing to 
report suspected child dependency, neglect, or abuse. 

• Any person who intentionally fails to report suspected child dependency, neglect, 
or abuse is guilty of a Class B misdemeanor for the first offense, a Class A 
misdemeanor for the second offense, and a Class D felony for each subsequent 
offense. 

• Anyone acting upon reasonable cause in the making of a report or acting in good 
faith shall have immunity from any liability, civil or criminal, that might otherwise 
be incurred or imposed.  However, any person who knowingly makes a false report 
and does so with malice shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor

Source/Applicable Statute(s) K.R.S. §§ 600.020, 620.030, 620.050 (2012).
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